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Children First
1723 North Orange Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 953-3877
childrenfirst.net

“Like us on
Facebook, Instagram & Twitter”

Chair:
Jeff Jackson
Vice-Chair:
Thomas W. Cail III
Secretary:
Audrey Coleman
Her three wishes: Learn to read,
make new friends, and rock
Kindergarten in the fall!
Join us in making wishes
come true.

Treasurer:
O. Wayne Rollins
Chair Emeritus:
A. James Rolfes, Esq.
Directors:
Barbara Benson
Michael Keebaugh
Brock Leach
Katherine Martucci
Katrina Otchet
Jacqueline W. Ray, Ph.D.
S.T.A.R. Director:
Samantha Meier

April 7, 2018
6:30 p.m.
Michael’s on East
Tickets available at
childrenfirst.net/gala

Often, the children and families at Children First wish for simple things
like having healthy meals to fill little tummies, feeling safe in their homes
at night, and getting the opportunity to succeed and learn. You can help
make their wishes come true at The Fairytale Ball: If You Had Three
Wishes. You’ll step into an enchanted city with magic lamps, mystical
genies, delicious fare, live music, and an amazing live and silent auction.

For more information about sponsorship opportunities, contact Samantha Kingsley
at 941-953-3877 Ext 138 or skingsley@childrenfirst.net

President & CEO:
Philip Tavill

Dr. Bob having fun with one of our children

O

ne of the goals of Children First’s
recent Raise Your Hand Campaign
was to help families overcome
the behavioral and mental health
challenges children face by offering on-site
professional care. Because of the campaign,
Children First introduced its first licensed
mental health professional to the team in
December 2015. Since then, Dr. Robert Nolan,
or “Dr. Bob” as he’s often called, has provided
guidance to children, parents, and staff,
creating an emotionally healthy environment
for children to learn. The addition of a
second mental health professional, Sultanna
McCormick, in July 2017, offers our children
another resource at times when they need it
most.
“We’ve become pretty close, as far as her being
someone to talk to in my times of need. She has
really helped me through my situations, being
there as a listener,” said Children First
parent Latasha.
Latasha says that sometimes a listening ear can
make all the difference. With 13 sites across
Sarasota County, it became clear Children

First needed to find a way to expand the scope
of services. That led to the acquisition of
affiliation agreements with Argosy University
and the University of South Florida, allowing
interns from each program to enhance their
hands-on experience, while providing that
extra support needed to reach more of our
children and families. Since August 2016,
Children First has hosted six masters and
doctoral-level interns from Argosy University
and USF, and is growing the internship
program with the addition of six master’s-level
students from Nova Southeastern University in
early 2018.
“Having the interns allows us to serve more
children, particularly those who may not
meet the diagnostic requirements for services
elsewhere,” says Children First Child and
Family Services Manager Dr. Robert “Bob”
Nolan.
The master’s-level interns play an integral
role in providing behavioral supports in the
classroom, while doctoral interns work in the
classroom and are also available for individual
and family sessions.

STRENGTHENING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES BY IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF THEIR LIVES THROUGH A
COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION, HEALTH, AND WELL-BEING
CF winter news letter 2018.indd 1

2/13/18 12:48 PM

As we forge ahead in the second half of the school year at Children First, I see many good things happening! It is exciting
to visit the Butterflies room at our Dr. Elaine Marieb Early Learning Center, where all eight slots for infants are filled.
These babies, and those at our other sites throughout the county, are getting the nurturing care they need to thrive.
Likewise, their parents are receiving encouragement and support from our dedicated staff. We believe that these children
and families can succeed with hard work, determination, and caring people in our community like you.
The months following Hurricane Irma were
challenging, as roof damage to our Helen R. Payne
Annex forced us to relocate all the classes there to
other sites. While it was not ideal to house classrooms
in conference rooms, we came together so children
and parents would not lose critical daily support.
Thankfully, we have completed roof repairs and other
updates to the aging building. Students and staff now
have a comfortable, bright environment where they can
spend their days together.

The sun was shining, and with a perfect breeze, flip flops hit the sand
at the sold-out Flip Flops and Fashion luncheon on November 2 at
Sharky’s on the Pier in Venice. Supporters shopped local boutiques
with a portion of sales benefiting Children First. Special Events
Manager Samantha Kingsley welcomed guests to the 10th anniversary
of the event, and models donned fashions from L. Boutique, Scout and
Molly’s, Sun Bug, and Buttons and Bows Boutique during the fashion
show emceed by Jennifer Rust.

I would also like to share that Children First has
welcomed new leaders to our Board of Directors. Jeff
Jackson has been appointed Chair of the Board, with
Thomas Cail III as Vice Chair, Audrey Coleman as
Children enjoy a visit from Sarasota Police Officers after
Secretary, Wayne Rollins as Treasurer, and Jim Rolfes
Hurricane Irma damages lead to the relocation of their
as Chair Emeritus. Additionally, Michael Keebaugh and
classrooms
to the Keith D. and Linda L. Monda Community Wing
Katrina Otchet continue to serve as directors, and we
at
Children
First’s Dr. Elaine Marieb Early Learning Center.
welcome Barbara Benson, Brock Leach, and Jacqueline
Ray as new directors in 2018. We are grateful to the
entire board for their service and commitment to the mission of Children First.
Thank you for your continued support of vulnerable children and families in our community. We hope you will join us at
the Fairytale Ball on April 7, 2018, or call to arrange a tour to see your support in action.

Sincerely,

More than 250 supporters gathered to watch the sun set over the
Gulf of Mexico and enjoy delicious Maine lobster on the beach at
Sharky’s on the Pier on November 4. President and CEO Philip Tavill
thanked everyone for attending, and program parents spoke about the
impact Children First has had on their lives. Guests danced to music
by Version 3.0, enjoyed s’mores and ended the evening with a lantern
release, making wishes for the children and families in our program!
Together, the fall events were the most successful to-date because of
our amazing sponsors, attendees, and everyone who helped make the
events possible!

Philip Tavill
President & CEO
THANKS TO LOCAL GROUPS, BUSINESSES, AND INDIVIDUALS
FOR SUPPORTING CHILDREN FIRST’S GIFT DRIVE!

Bringing cheer to children was the mission of several area
businesses and clubs this winter. Hundreds of supporters
pulled together to sponsor families and provide gifts for
many of the nearly 600 children at Children First. Most
of the children come from very low-income families,
and may not have received gifts this season without the
generosity of the community. Several groups even visited
the classrooms they sponsored, providing the children
something money cannot buy, a smile!
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Jessica Rogers joined Children First as the new Vice President of Philanthropy in
December after spending eleven years in fundraising at New College of Florida,
the state’s designated honors college for the liberal arts and sciences. As the leader
of Children First’s Philanthropy Department, she provides strategic direction
for fundraising with the goal of expanding early childhood education and family
services for our community’s most economically vulnerable children and families.

Consider a planned gift today to change a child’s life tomorrow
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