Volunteer News
Welcome Back!

FALL 2017

A NEW SCHOOL YEAR HAS BEGUN!
The children and teachers are excited
and there is a continuous happy buzz in
the air. We have plenty of exciting
changes!
Some sites have been
“spruced up” with new flooring or paint.
We have added classrooms and new
staff.
In preparation for the new school year,
we held an orientation for enrolled
families, so they could see their new classrooms and meet their
teachers. Because each student needs complete health screenings
within the first 45 days of school, we brought the health screenings to
them at our orientation. The Lions Club of Venice provided vision
screenings and the Ear Research Foundation provided hearing
screenings. The students heights and weights were also measured. We
had visitors from the Fire Department, Selby Library and Sarasota
County Sustainability to provide fun activities and helpful information to
our Children First Families. Thank you to the Children First Volunteers
who helped make the orientation a huge success!

SO WHAT’S NEW IN THE VOLUNTEER WORLD?
We had an incredible batch of young volunteers join our fabulous group
of current volunteers this summer. Everyone received rave reviews
from our teachers. This school year will be AWESOME!


Redirection, Safe Space, Self-directed? In the fall we will be
holding a round table discussion about new classroom terminology
and on best practices to help discourage disruptive behavior.



In January, for anyone who would like to volunteer more than 10
hours a month, we will be offering the Early Childhood Introduction
classes that are mandated by Department of Children & Families.

Thank you for all that you do!

GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL!
Yay! The new school year has just started and our children are excited to
see you! Here are some reminders for the new school year:


Check in with Jean Ward, the volunteer coordinator, before you start.
(jward@childrenfirst.net 941-953-3877 X129 or text to 941-685-4373)



Many teachers and students have changed classrooms.



No cell phones or cameras are to be visible in the classrooms or playgrounds.



Only food from our kitchen is allowed in the classrooms.



Remember that children don’t understand sarcasm.



Please take time to introduce yourself to the parents as they drop off and pick
up their children.



Please follow the teachers’ lead in the classrooms.



Please wear your volunteer badge in the classrooms.



Have a FABULOUS TIME!!!!!!!!!!

Have you heard?

Volunteers Caught in Action!

Congratulations to our volunteer graduates of the “45 Hour Class”
On May 30, 2017 Children First honored volunteer graduates of the Department of Children &
Families mandatory 45-hour training in Introductory Child Care. A group of twelve volunteers
dedicated six weeks to taking the seven courses necessary to complete the training. This allows
the volunteers to spend more than ten hours per month in the classroom working with children.
One class participant said “I found that the class material was extremely helpful and an excellent
source of information. I feel better prepared to work with the children I give care to, and I learned
how to be a great support person for the teacher.”
Venise Duchense, our local instructor, came to the Marieb Center to teach the class. She loved
working with our volunteers, and admired their dedication and engaging attitudes. “It was a great
pleasure having the opportunity to work with such amazing volunteers. Our time together was filled
with laughter, sharing and friendship.” Feeling so inspired, Venise is now becoming a volunteer for
Children First!

Our next set of classes will run in January.
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Dr. Bob Nolan’s
Helpful Hints
Here are some general strategies and solutions to help you deal
with a youngster with bothersome temperament traits:


First, recognize that much of the
child's behavior reflects his
temperament.



Establish a neutral or objective
emotional climate in which to deal
with the child. Try not to respond
in an emotional and instinctive
manner, which is unproductive.



Don't take the child's behavior
personally.



Try to prioritize the issues and
problems surrounding the child.



Focus on the issues of the moment.



Ask the child what they want, need,
or what they don’t want.



Anticipate impending high-risk
situations, and try to avoid or
minimize them.



If you are in any way compromised
yourself, ask for help.

