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Friends of Children First enjoyed a beautiful afternoon at 
The Eloise Werlin Park on December 1, thanks to host Ernest 
“Doc” Werlin. The park, named in honor of Doc’s late wife, 
features green space, children’s play equipment, and a gazebo. 

Doc welcomed guests from a podium along the bay,  
expressing his desire for the park to serve the community  
and expand its outreach services. 

He gave recognition to Children First staff and 
supporters, for ensuring that “children receive 
the love and the skills necessary to prepare 
them for the road of life.” He continued, saying 
“Some people need a helping hand to get over 
life’s obstacles, because they are born into 
families that face unrelenting challenges.”

A Children First parent, Kacie, came forward to tell 
her own story of overcoming obstacles. She addressed 
the crowd with her small daughter, Zayla, at her 
side. Kacie spoke of her continuing journey toward 
self-sufficiency and the comfort she feels with her 
daughter in the Children First family. There were few 
dry eyes left in the crowd as she made final comments, 
calling the program and its caring staff “a blessing.”

Thank you again to Doc, Kacie, and all those who 
support Children First! 

PREPARING FOR 
THE ROAD OF LIFE

Ernest “Doc” Werlin

Kacie with Zayla



reetings Friends,
 
The holidays are always such a special time. One 
that invites us to come together in celebration 
with friends and family, and to reflect upon the 
joys, accomplishments, and sometimes sorrows, 
of another passing year.
 

As I look back on this past year at Children First, I can only think 
what a wonderful one it has been for our organization. Thanks to 
your continued generosity, we once again were able to provide 
the early childhood education, nutrition, healthcare and other 
support services needed by so many underprivileged young 
children and their families living in our community.
 
Yet, despite our successes, there is still so much that remains 
to be done. A community audit recently conducted by Children 
First revealed that the impact of poverty in our area continues to 
intensify and grow, and that often those most affected are children 
under the age of five.
 
Four areas of critical need were identified to help us better 
serve our children and their families. They include 1) extending 
emotional and behavioral support, 2) increasing individualized 
attention in the classroom, 3) intensifying family support 
services, and 4) reaching more children and their families, one 
classroom at a time.
 
All are essential in helping Children First not only support the 
600 families we currently serve each year but in extending our 
services to the nearly 300 deserving young children and their 
families who remain on our wait list.
 
Achieving these goals will take time and a commitment of financial 
resources that is unlike anything we have strived for in the past. 
Yet, the rewards, both for our families and for the community at 
large, are even greater.
 
Best wishes for a happy and prosperous 2016!
 
 

Philip Tavill
President and CEO
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ne of the most enriching experiences 
we provide for our children is the 
opportunity to go on field trips. 

Whether it’s a trip to the library, grocery store, or 
Mote Marine, we are broadening their vocabulary 
and knowledge base. These field trips help to close 
the 30 million word gap that children in poverty 
experience.

During the last week of November, the Purple Crayon 
classroom went on a field trip to the Springwood 
Nursing Home. Here they visited with residents 
and sang songs for them. Having the opportunity 
to take a trip to the nursing home assisted in 
developing their social-emotional skills and their 
self-confidence. The visit was mutually beneficial 
as many of the residents have no family nearby or 
young grandchildren—even some tears were shed.

At the end of the visit, the children took turns  
naming what they were thankful for this year. One 
special comment came from five-year old Maggie, 
who has been with Children First since she was 
six weeks old and has faced a lot of adversity 
during her short life. She remarked: “I’m thankful 
for my family, my clothes, the food I get to eat, my 
school, my teachers, and all of my friends!”  What a 
wonderful testimony to the security and confidence 
she has gained at Children First, thanks to a caring 
community and many generous supporters.

Field Trip:
SPRINGWOOD NURSING HOME

THANK YOU!
SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR FALL EVENTS SUCH HUGE SUCCESSES!
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Field Trip:
SPRINGWOOD NURSING HOME

On November 7, 
Children First 
hosted the 3rd 
Annual Rockin’ 
Lobster event at 
Sharky’s on the 
Pier in Venice. 
Featuring romantic 
bonfires on the 

beach, dancing, a silent and live auction, and an incredible 
fireworks display over the Gulf of Mexico, this year’s event 
drew more than 200 attendees and attracted a record 
number of sponsors.

Most importantly, proceeds from the event will benefit 
the nearly 600 preschool-age children and their families 
living in poverty served by Children First each year. Such 
support makes all the difference, according to Children 
First parent, who spoke at the event. “Everything in our 
lives was uncertain until we found Children First,” she 
says. “But today, we have a place to live, and I have a job 
and a place where my son can attend school and get the 
help he needs for a learning disability. Children First gave 
us hope, and that’s an incredible feeling.”

Food, Fireworks and A Rockin’ Good Time!

THANK YOU!
SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR FALL EVENTS SUCH HUGE SUCCESSES!

Veronica Brady with Gregg and Donna Hassler
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record number of attendees gathered to 
celebrate the Children First 8th Annual Flip 

Flops and Fashion fundraiser on November 5. Held in the 
shade of a massive tent on the beach at Sharky’s on the Pier 
in Venice, the crowd of 370 enjoyed a spectacular annual 
fashion show with attire from L. Boutique, Sun Bug, and J. 
McLaughlin. 

Among the highlights from this year’s event was a touching 
speech from mother of three and aspiring entrepreneur Becky 
Pendergast, who credits Children First with helping turn her 
family’s future around. Guests also participated in a chance 
auction, orchid sale, and “Helping Hands” support  
for program needs. 

Proceeds from the event will help Children First to continue 
serving the hundreds of vulnerable children and families in 
our programs.

“The energy and enthusiasm surrounding this event is always 
just incredible,” said Children First President and CEO Philip 
Tavill. “Of course, none of that would be possible without the 
incredible efforts of our event committee and sponsors. I want 
to thank each and every one of them for their support.”

A BANNER YEAR 
FOR FLIP FLOPS 
AND FASHION
A

Susan Jones, Michelle Butler, Jenn Rust


