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he end of the school year always brings mixed emotions for everyone at Children First. 
On one hand, we are incredibly proud and excited for our young boys and girls who 
will be taking that next big step and entering Kindergarten this fall. Yet, with that joy 
comes a hint of sadness in knowing just how much we will miss their smiles and their 
laughter, their warm hugs and those special moments of excitement when they acquire a  
new skill.

This year’s “graduating” class includes 141 children 
from our 13 locations in Sarasota County. Many of 
them started with us as part of our infant and toddler 
programs, which are designed to help working 
parents who are struggling to make ends meet. During 
those first years, they were nurtured, cuddled, fed and 
read to by our caring staff and the many volunteers 
who help make Children First so special. They also 
received developmental and health screenings to 
make sure their eyes, ears, and little bodies were 
strong and healthy.

As they got older, they learned to play and socialize with one another. Our highly-trained teachers and 
dedicated volunteers helped them learn to draw, solve puzzles, enjoy reading, spell their own names and 
recite the alphabet. In short, their young minds came alive with a joy of learning and a realization that 
anything is possible.

Of course it is not only the children whom we will miss. We will miss their parents as well. But, in doing 
so, we know that they too are “graduating” on to face new challenges for which they are now better 
prepared. Through our money management and budgeting programs, as well as classes like Nurturing 
Dads and Career Readiness for Women, they have acquired skills many of them never imagined possible.
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ear Friends,
 

Welcome to the summer newsletter. When 
you think of summer what comes to mind? 
Swimming pools, beaches, or maybe summer 

trips. At Children First, it is a little bit different. We have a 
bitter-sweet relationship with summer. We are proud to 
watch 144 of our children venture off to the “big school” to 
continue to learn and prosper in kindergarten. While we are 
sad to see them go, we are so excited to welcome new children 
and families into our program to teach, love, and nurture 
them. This summer we will help decrease summer learning 
loss and help children to achieve their full potential.

The future of Children First is bright and exciting. This 
year we will continue to pave the path of success for  
our children and families through some new and exciting 
goals. With your continued support we hope to decrease 
the amount of children and families on our waiting  
list, decrease teacher/child ratios in our Voluntary  
Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) classrooms, and incorporate  
a Licensed Mental Health Professional to our staff.

We also hope to hire additional Family Advocates for 
increased support to our families and strengthen the quality 
of our workforce through enhancing training and providing 
more educational opportunities to staff. All of these goals 
are in addition to providing the same comprehensive quality 
services that we do now. We know the road will be challenging, 
yet extremely rewarding for our community. 

We hope you enjoy your summer, wherever it may take you. 
And we hope you join in as we continue to follow the path of 
hope and opportunity, wherever it may take us.

Sincerely,
 

Philip Tavill
President & CEO
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Children First thanks  
the 2015

DiamonD SponSorS
Gerri Aaron & Marvin Albert

Gerry Daniel ~ In Memory of Ruth Daniel

platinum SponSorS
FCCI Insurance Group
Linda & Keith Monda

GolD SponSorS

FairytaleBall
t H E  C r Y S t a l  p a l a C E
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Dawn & Mitchell Epstein 
Jean J. DeLynn

Julie & Brock Leach
Elenor & John Maxheim 
Mindy & Wayne Rollins

Ruthie Rollins
Gail & Skip Sack
Maggie & Mark Sharff
Spotlight Graphics

SilvEr SponSorS
Artefact Design

Jean Cooper & Family
Dickinson & Gibbons, P.A.

DOCs - Dermatology & 
Oculoplastic Consultants

Gulf Coast Community Foundation
Nola & Larry Hietbrink

Jones Potato Farm
Alexandra Jupin & John Bean 

MBA Insurors
The Misantone Family

The Observer
PGT Industries
Publix Super Markets Charities
The Rotary Club of Sarasota, Southside
Jo & Stan Rutstein
SCENE Magazine
Shapiro, Goldman, Babboni & Walsh
Joyce & Fred Tavill
Wallace, Welch & Willingham 
Sally Yanowitz

BronzE SponSorS
Sally & Bill Altman

Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder
Ice Pro, LLC

India Benton Lesser Foundation
Andreé and Michael Keebaugh
Peterson-Lager Education Fund

Camilla & Erik Popham 
Kelly Quigley, Realtor,  

Michael Saunders & Company

Peg & Marty Rauch
R.E. Crawford Construction, LLC 
Joy P. & James Rogers 
Betty Schoenbaum
Felice Schulaner & Dennis Rees
Sirard’s Chocolate
Sutter Roofing Company of Florida
VALIC
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A ROYAL POEM FOR A ROYAL AFFAIR
It was the evening of the Fairytale Ball and all throughout  
the land, Kings and Queens gathered at Michael’s on East  

for an evening that was sure to be grand.

The Crystal Palace was quite the delight, 
with blue and silver décor which gleamed through the night.

Dazzling crystals hung from the ceiling 
and discussions of Children First and its’ families captured the feeling.

An auction suited for royalty was cheered,
in the enchanted atrium as the festivities neared.

Dinner and dancing delighted all the attendees
as stories of success resounded through the trees.

The crowd was moved when a mother of a young prince arrived, 
and shared her story of how her family has thrived.

Through the love and support of Children First
she was able to change her life when it was at its worst.

She has achieved her goals and become a success 
and her child has learned, grown, and shown great progress.

The Live Auction had many exciting adventures and trips,
and much money was raised thanks to Michael Klauber’s good tips.

Thanks goes to all who attended and for all you have done.
The event was successful and rewards for the community have just begun.

The young princes and princesses shall not suffer despairs.
For places like Children First are here to help answer their prayers.

Every day is a new opportunity to pick which path is best
And with your help for many children and families, this will be the path to success.

So for Fairytale Ball: The Crystal Palace that ends our report
And we thank you again for all your support!
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ELAINE’S KIDS CELEBRATE SUMMER LEARNING  
The chance to learn, play and grow at Children First’s early childhood education centers 
in Sarasota and North Port will continue this summer for 36 young preschoolers thanks  
to the generosity of longtime supporter, Dr. Elaine Marieb.

Known as Elaine’s Kids, the group of youngsters will take part in a seven-week 
comprehensive program designed to provide summer en-richment for low-income 
children ages 3 to 5 years old, especially those from families where English is the 
second language. The program focuses on enhancing the literacy and social-emotional 
development of children while ensuring that their individual cultural and linguistic needs 
are addressed as well.

A driving force behind Elaine’s Kids, which is now in its third year at Children First, is  
research demonstrating that there is an increasing achievement gap in elementa-
ry school between native and non-native speakers of English, as well as between  
affluent children and those living in poverty. This gap can place at-risk children at a  
permanent disadvantage in terms of educational attainment and future income. 

By addressing the literacy and social-emotion-
al development of children while still in pre-
school, comprehensive programs like Elaine’s 
Kids and others offered at Children First can 
help reduce and alleviate this gap before the 
children reach Kindergarten.

Thank you, Dr. Marieb, for making this won-
derful opportunity available to our children and 
their families!


